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giants of literature. He thought if he
could muster dollars enough to buy a style-
mill, which those heroes o* science undoubt-
edly used to cut out sentences for their
works, he should succeed to a tittle. But
then it occurred to him that when he had
cut and shaped his periods into exact
squares, diamonds, pentagons, parallelo-
grams, and other mathematical figures, they
might not contain very clear, precise, defi-
nite ideas; one half of his readers would not
understand him. The style-mill, then, or,
as some people contemptuously call it, the
word-mill, would not answer the Prompter's
purpose of doing as much good as possible
by making men wiser and better.

" At length he determined to have noth-
ing to do with a brilliant flow of words, a
pompous elegance of diction ; for what has
the world to do with the sound of words ?
The Prompter's business is with the world
at large, and the mass of mankind are con-
cerned only with common things. A dish
of high-seasoned turtle is rarely found; it
sometimes occurs at a gentleman's table,
and then the chance is it produces a surfeit.
But good solid roast beef is a common dish